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"Why did they give this away?" Kalpana asked in wonder.
She was looking at what Amma had brought home from work.
A cycle as good as new!
Amma shrugged. "The child got another one," she said.
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Kalpana climbed on
the cycle. 

DUMMMMMMMM!

She fell. Prabhu
laughed.

"You can’t balance on
two wheels! You’ve to
learn how to ride it,"
he said.

"Teach me," Kalpana
begged him.
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So every evening, after school, they went to the bungalow road.

There wasn’t much traffic there. Only big houses with big dogs.
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All the children from their area went to play there.  

On the first day, Kalpana couldn’t wait to start.

But...
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DUMMMMMM! 

Kalpana fell to the
ground.

Her knees were on
fire. She didn’t want to
cry.

But she did. Great, big
sobs escaped from her
mouth.
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Her ears felt hot. She could hear the boys
laughing.

Kalpana got up and ran home. She left the cycle
where it was.

Prabhu would ride it back. He knew how to.
After he was done playing cricket with his friends.
After the sun had set.
After Appa was home from the mechanic shop.

7/17



"How did you tear your skirt?" asked Amma, when she saw Kalpana.

"I fell from the cycle," Kalpana said. Amma sighed.
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Today was the seventh day of
Kalpana’s lessons.

And she still hadn’t been able to do
it. What was it that Prabhu had said?

She was too short for the cycle! 

What did Prabhu know?
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At night, Kalpana asked Amma for a glass of milk.
Her teacher had said that drinking milk would make children tall.

And Kalpana was the second tallest girl in II B already.
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She wanted to become like Venus
Williams.  

Kalpana didn’t know anything about
tennis. But Prabhu had shown her a
poster of Venus once.

"How strong she is!" Kalpana had
said. 

If Kalpana became so strong, nobody
would bother her. Kalpana prayed
before going to sleep. Something she
did not do otherwise.
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The next evening, she was sure she would ride the
cycle. She was even wearing her lucky red hairclip.

"Push and just let me go," she told Prabhu. He did
just that.

Kalpana closed her eyes and tried to find the
pedals. The wind rushed in her ears. The cycle
wobbled on the road and then...

DUMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM!
Kalpana fell. AGAIN.
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This time, the pain was so bad, she couldn’t breathe.
Nobody was laughing. Not even Manikandan, who was always so mean.
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The doctor was very stern. Like her school
principal. He told Kalpana that she’d bruised her
leg badly.

"You’ve to take care of it till it heals," he said. He
gave Amma a long list of medicines.

"No more cycling till the bruise goes off," Amma
said. Kalpana nodded.

"You can still sit on the cycle though," said Prabhu.

"How?" asked Kalpana.
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Appa showed her the cycle. It had a brand new pillion seat.
"We got it fixed when you were at the doctor’s!" grinned Prabhu.

"But I will ride it myself soon," she said.
"Yes," said Prabhu. "You will."
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Kalpana fell off the cycle but so what?

Everyone tells you to keep trying even if you don't succeed. Why?

Trying sometimes gives you results that you're not looking for. It teaches you something about yourself that
you never knew. If Kalpana had learnt to ride the cycle on the very first day, she might have never known
how determined a person she is! Her family might have never realised this about her too.

Maybe someday in the future, when Kalpana becomes tall and strong after drinking many cups of milk, she
will think back to the day she fell from her cycle. Maybe it will happen when Kalpana has a difficult exam to
write or is hiking up a mountain. Maybe it will happen when she is baking a cake or taking pictures of a tiger.
And maybe Kalpana will make up her mind not to give up because she still remembers what she learned that
day on her cycle.

17/17



This book was made possible by Pratham Books' StoryWeaver platform. Content under Creative
Commons licenses can be downloaded, translated and can even be used to create new stories ‐
provided you give appropriate credit, and indicate if changes were made. To know more about
this, and the full terms of use and attribution, please visit the following link.

Disclaimer: https://www.storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions

Some rights reserved. This book is CC -BY -4.0 licensed. You can copy, modify,
distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all without asking
permission. For full terms of use and attribution,
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

The development of this book has been supported by
Oracle.

Story Attribution:
This story: Kalpana's Cycle is written by Sowmya Rajendran . © Pratham Books , 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

Other Credits:
This book was first published on StoryWeaver by Pratham Books. The development of this book has been supported by Oracle. Art Director: Kaveri
Gopalakrishnan

Images Attributions:
Cover page: A girl drawing a cycle, by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 2: A girl excited
about a new cycle at home , by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 3: A girl on her cycle, by
Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 4: Two children with a cycle out on the street , by Kabini
Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 5: Boys playing cricket on the street , by Kabini Amin ©
Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 6: A girl crying after falling off her cycle , by Kabini Amin © Pratham
Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 7: Green cycle, by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2016. Some rights reserved.
Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 8: A woman, a man and a boy in conversation , by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved.
Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 9: A girl sitting sadly under a table , by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under
CC BY 4.0 license. Page 10: A girl drinking a glass of milk, by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.
Page 11: Venus Williams, professional tennis player, by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/276-sowmya-rajendran
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5453-a-girl-drawing-a-cycle
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5442-a-girl-excited-about-a-new-cycle-at-home
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5443-a-girl-on-her-cycle
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5444-two-children-with-a-cycle-out-on-the-street
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5445-boys-playing-cricket-on-the-street
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5446-a-girl-crying-after-falling-off-her-cycle
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5456-green-cycle
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5448-a-woman-a-man-and-a-boy-in-conversation
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5449-a-girl-sitting-sadly-under-a-table
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5450-a-girl-drinking-a-glass-of-milk
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5476-venus-williams-professional-tennis-player
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


This book was made possible by Pratham Books' StoryWeaver platform. Content under Creative
Commons licenses can be downloaded, translated and can even be used to create new stories ‐
provided you give appropriate credit, and indicate if changes were made. To know more about
this, and the full terms of use and attribution, please visit the following link.

Disclaimer: https://www.storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions

Some rights reserved. This book is CC -BY -4.0 licensed. You can copy, modify,
distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all without asking
permission. For full terms of use and attribution,
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

The development of this book has been supported by
Oracle.

Images Attributions:
Page 12: Lane, by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 13: A girl falls off a cycle , by Kabini
Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 14: Back portion of a cycle, by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books,
2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 15: A father and daughter looking at a cycle , by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017.
Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 16: A girl riding her cycle , by Kabini Amin © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved.
Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5457-lane
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5454-a-girl-falls-off-a-cycle
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5458-back-portion-of-a-cycle
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5451-a-father-and-daughter-looking-at-a-cycle
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5452-a-girl-riding-her-cycle
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/3443-kabini-amin
https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


This is a Level 2 book for children who recognize familiar words and can read new words with help.

(English)
Kalpana's Cycle Kalpana is learning to cycle, but it isn’t easy at all! She falls over and

over again, even hurting herself. Does she finally learn to cycle?
Does she give up? A heartwarming story about the importance of
trying.

Pratham Books goes digital to weave a whole new chapter in the realm of multilingual children's stories. Knitting together children, authors, illustrators
and publishers. Folding in teachers, and translators. To create a rich fabric of openly licensed multilingual stories for the children of India  and the
world. Our unique online platform, StoryWeaver, is a playground where children, parents, teachers and librarians can get creative. Come, start weaving
today, and help us get a book in every child's hand!


