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"Tell me again about your wedding," the young jackal said to his mother.
"Tell me about the music of the forest, about the sun-rain and the songbirds."
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"I remember that morning well, my cub.

Your father and I stood in the clearing at the forest’s heart,
praying for the weather to turn. The sky was striped in gold,
black and silver-blue. The air was cool and wet.

Our guests were on their way, bearing many gifts of sound."
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"The elephants, with their big ears, were the first to hear of our wedding.
They shook the whole forest as theythundered their way to the clearing."
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"They thumped the earth with their giant feet, andhonked and wailed with their trunks:
BOOOM-BOOOM-BOOOM-HWAAAAARRNN!
BOOOM-BOOOM-BOOOM-HWAAAAAAAAARRNNN!"




"All that noise awoke the
monkeys, who started
jumping up and down,
making the tree branches

creak and the leaves rustle:

SHICKI-SHICKI-SHICKI-
KRAKK! SHICKI-SHACKI-
SHICKI-HYYYEEEHHH!"
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“This, in turn, startled the
woodpeckers and squirrels
out of their nests. They
began tapping and chewing
nervously on the tree trunks:
TATTARA-TATTARA-
TATTARA-TATTA-TA! CHHH-
CHHH-CHRRRRR-
CHHHRRRRR! CHHH-CHHH-
CHRRRRR-CHHHRRRRR!"
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"And the other birds?"

"Not just yet.
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"The next to arrive was
Grand-Uncle Bear, with his
hollow whistling stick.
When he swung it in the air,
it went: TEE-DEE-DOO-DEE-
DEE! TOO-DAH-DEE-DAH-
DEE-DEE!"

"Hahaha. I love Grand-Uncle
Bear! And who came now?
The singing birds?"
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"No, the birds were still
flying in from the
mountains. Now came the
deer, with reeds tangled
around their antlers. When
they stuck their antlers into
the flower bushes, thorns
plucked at the reeds and
made a strange sound:
TWANG-TWANG-TOIIING!
TOIIING-TWANG-
TONNNG!"
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"And that," she said, "was when the birds arrived."

"At last!"
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"Black birds, blue birds, red birds and yellow. Big birds and small.
They swooped, flitted and fluttered around us, showering us with feathers.
And they sang! Oh, how they sang!"
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"They sang the song of the rushing wind, the song of sunlight at dawn, and the song of rain. Then
they sang all their songs at once, weaving and pressing them,
one into the other, until it was a single cold-hot melody."
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"THE SUNSHOWER SONG!"

"Yes, my youngling."
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"When the birds stopped singing, the crickets, grasshoppers and cicadas
sprang up from the mud, clapping and sighing and screaming:
RRRRRRRRRR-KEEEEE-TRRRRRRRRRRRR-FFFFFRRRRRRR-KEEEEEE-RRRRRRR!"
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“The frogs and toads hopped about and tumbled over one another, roaring in approval:
KAI-KAI-GWA-GWA-GWA! KAI-KAI-KAI-GWA-GWA!

They all knew what the song meant — the first summer rain was coming."




"Not a few breaths had passed since the song's last note,
and the sky rumbled, groaned, and the showers began.
When the sunlight streamed through the raindrops,
they turned into rays of striking colour
that arced across and above us."

"Oof!”

19/24



"And that was how your father and I were married."
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"Will the birds come for me too, mother?
Will it sun-rain at my wedding?
Will colours fill the sky?"
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"We will soon find out, my cub," said the old jackal.
"Come, let's go outside. Your first guests must be arriving."

22/24









This book was made possible by Pratham Books' StoryWeaver platform. Content under Creative

",,\ PRATHAM BOOKS Commons licenses can be downloaded, translated and can even be used to create new stories -

7N\ ; : ; : L h

¢ N r provided you give appropriate credit, and indicate if changes were made. To know more about
St ‘.,/‘ ywe aVe r this, and the full terms of use and attribution, please visit the following link.

Story Attribution:
This story: The Sunshower Song is written by Vinayak Varma . © Pratham Books , 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

Other Credits:
This book was first published on StoryWeaver, Pratham Books

Images Attributions:

Cover page: Sunshower Song Cover Jackals, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 2: Two
Jackals, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 3: Old Jackal Remembers, by Vinayak Varma
© Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 4: Two jackals under a mosaic sky, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak
Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 6: Thundering Elephants, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights
reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 7: Lion-tailed macaques in trees, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved.
Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 8: Squirrels and Woodpeckers, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC
BY 4.0 license. Page 9: monkeys and woodpeckers and squirrels by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0
license. Page 10: Grand-Uncle Bear, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 11: Guitar
Deer, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 13: Two jackals and birds 1, by Vinayak
Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

Disclaimer: https://www.storyweaver.org.in/terms and conditions

(OMoM

Some rights reserved. This book is CC-BY-4.0 licensed. You can copy, modify,
distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all without asking
permission. For full terms of use and attribution,
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17241-sunshower-song-cover-jackals
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17234-two-jackals
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17238-old-jackal-remembers
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17236-two-jackals-under-a-mosaic-sky
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17237-thundering-elephants
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17242-lion-tailed-macaques-in-trees
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17243-squirrels-and-woodpeckers
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17244-monkeys-and-woodpeckers-and-squirrels
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17245-grand-uncle-bear
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17246-guitar-deer
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17247-two-jackals-and-birds-1
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

This book was made possible by Pratham Books' StoryWeaver platform. Content under Creative

",,\ PRATHAM BOOKS Commons licenses can be downloaded, translated and can even be used to create new stories -

7N ; : ; : L h

¢ N r provided you give appropriate credit, and indicate if changes were made. To know more about
St ‘.,/‘ ywe aVe r this, and the full terms of use and attribution, please visit the following link.

Images Attributions:

Page 15: Two jackals and birds 2 by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 17: Jumping
Insects, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 18: Hopping Frogs and Toads, by Vinayak
Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 20: Jackals get married, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma,
2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 21: Three Jackals at a Wedding, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights
reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 23: Jackals in the forest, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under
CC BY 4.0 license. Page 24: Sunshower Song Cover, by Vinayak Varma © Vinayak Varma, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

Disclaimer: https://www.storyweaver.org.in/terms and conditions

(OMoM

Some rights reserved. This book is CC-BY-4.0 licensed. You can copy, modify,
distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all without asking
permission. For full terms of use and attribution,
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17248-two-jackals-and-birds-2
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17249-jumping-insects
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17250-hopping-frogs-and-toads
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17252-jackals-get-married
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17253-three-jackals-at-a-wedding
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17254-jackals-in-the-forest
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/17239-sunshower-song-cover
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/421-vinayak-varma
https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

When the sun shines on a rainy day, all the animals of the forest

Th e S u n s h owe r So n g know what's about to happen: music and magic at the jackals’

wedding! The wedding guests each bring a scrap of sound. Some
. bring rhythm, and some bring tune, in this lyrical ode to the
(En9||5h) popular sunshower legend.

This is a Level 3 book for children who are ready to read on their own.
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