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The rains have stopped. But winter is not here yet.
This season is called Autumn. It is called Sharat Ritu in
Sanskrit. Aksheeee! I have a cold. The change in the
weather seems to make so many people ill. Granny says
all children will be well before Dasara.
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There are so many festivals during this season. Manu
has plucked leaves from my mango tree to make a
'Toranam' to put on our front door. I think our toranam
is the best in the whole world!
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The sky is so blue now. And there are bright, white
clouds that look like cotton balls. Everything seems so
calm. Tonight, we are going to celebrate Sharat
Poornima. The festival is also called Khojagiri. 

The full moon will make everything around us look like
silver. We will stay awake all night. We will drink hot
kheer made of white things like coconut, rice and milk. 
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Meera is celebrating Onam today. It is a festival of joy.
Her family has made a beautiful Pookalam, a rangoli
using flowers. She says this is the time of the year when
the crops have been cut and there is enough grain for
everyone. It is a happy time. 

It is the time when the famous boat races of Kerala are
held. What a fun! I feel like celebrating too.
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Dasara holidays are here. In Tamil Nadu, people love to
set up a Navaratri Golu, which is a display of dolls on
three to nine steps. During this festive season, Manu
and I are going to start learning Indian classical music. I
want to play the Mrudangam.

Mru-dan-gam! Dham! Dham! Dham!
Manu wants to learn to play the flute. And Amma wants
to learn to ride the scooter!
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Deepavali will also come soon. In the dark, moonless
night, all the houses will look so pretty when they are lit
up with diyas and candles. Some people put electric
lights that go on and off! I like to burst crackers too. But
our teacher says that crackers are bad for the air.
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He says if we don't take care of the water, air and land,
then the seasons will all change after some years. I
wonder how that will happen! It is getting colder. This
season just after Sharat Ritu is called Hemant Ritu in
Sanskrit, says granny. It is a short season in India. 
Winter will be here soon.
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This is a Level 2 book for children who recognize familiar words and can read new words with help.

(English)

Kheer on a Full Moon
Night Meenu wants to play a mrudangam, dham, dham dham, and

do you know, Amma wants to learn to ride a scooter? The
Dasara holidays promise to be a lot of fun!
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